
 

 

WWW.KOSHERTRAVELERS.COM 

Presents… 

A DELUXE JEWISH HERITAGE TOUR:  

Portugal: In the Footsteps of the Anusim 

Tour Code EPOR2606 

Tour Start Date June 26, 2012 

Tour End Date July 4, 2012 

Price Land Tour Only €2,980 

Price with flights from Tel Aviv €3,430 

Single Supplement €560 

Pre/Post Hotel Night €100 Twin Share /  

€95 per single 

 

 

Eddie's Kosher Travel invites you to experience the Jewish history of Portugal. Portugal 

stands somewhat alone in Europe separated from everyone by its border with Spain. It's a 

small country, but it offer so much: a spectacular Atlantic coastline, dotted with classic and 

historic fishing villages such as Nazare; majestic mountain ranges and dense forests; and 

vineyards as far as the eye can see alongside quaint, picturesque hamlets in the Doro 

Valley. History, monumental architecture, religious and secular art, all finds expression in 

churches and monasteries both ancient and modern. Combine all this with an entire 

population that is discovering its Jewish roots, and renewing Jewish life in this beautiful 

land. Then add warm hospitality, fine wine and great food – and you'll discover a Portugal 

you never knew existed. 



Itinerary 

Days 1: Tuesday: Home Gateway - Lisbon 

We'll depart in the evening from Tel Aviv (or other home gateway) to Lisbon, Portugal's 

capital city which sits astride the Tejo river estuary on the Atlantic coast. Lisbon, like Rome, 

is built over seven hills. The most famous hill is the Afalma upon which the old city is built, as 

is Lisbon's ancient Jewish quarter. Upon arrival on Tuesday, we'll also visit the waterfront 

Belem (Bet-Lehem) district where the famous explorer and discoverer Vasco da Gama is 

buried. We'll tour through Sintra, a seaside village which was the favorite summer vacation 

spot of Portugal's kings for many years. We'll make our way to the monument to the 

discoverers, which tells the story of Portugal's importance as the home of such famous and 

legendary explorers such as Vasco da Gama, Bartholemieu Diaz, Ferdinand Magellan and 

others. We'll visit the Portuguese Maritime Museum. Afterwards we'll transfer to our hotel. 

Overnight at Hotel Dom Pedro Palace or similar 

www.dompedro.com 

 

Day 2: Wednesday: Lisbon - Avora 

After breakfast we'll travel eastward to Avora, capital of the region of Altenejo. This historic 

city, which is a UNESCO World Heritage Site, traces its origins back to Roman times. Here we 

will see ruins dating back to that period including the oldest Roman Temple in Portugal. A 

university was built here in the 16th century, which drew many students and scholars to the 

city. We'll wander through the narrow streets and alleyways and marvel at the architecture. 

We'll continue to the fortress at Avora-Monte which overlooks the city. This 16th century 

fortress was built in Italian Renaissance style. Afterwards we'll return to Lisbon. 

Overnight at Hotel Dom Pedro Palace or similar 

www.dompedro.com 

 

Day 3: Thursday: Lisbon, Ovidos, Fatima, Tomar, Castelo de Vide 

This morning we'll head to Ovidos, a walled village where we'll be able to stroll about and 

enjoy the beauty of the place. We'll continue to Nazare, a beautiful fishing village that sits 

atop a rocky outcrop that overlooks the sea, and from there on to the Monastery of Batalia, 

the Monastery of War that was built over a period of 200 years. We'll come to Alcobaca the 

monastery of where the kings of Portugal used to be crowned, and where we'll find the 

sarcophagi of King Pedro and his mistress Inez de Castro. We'll continue to Fatima and from 

there to the ancient village of Tomar. Here we'll visit the ancient synagogue, built in 1430 

and named for the astronomer and mathematician Abraham Zacut. We'll stroll through the 

streets and make our way up to the 12th century templar fortress that overlooks the town. 

From here we'll head to the village of Castelo de Vide to visit the Roman ruins there. Then 

it's on the Judaria, the most famous ancient Jewish quarter in Portugal. Here we'll explore 

the newly renovated synagogue. We'll learn about the Jews who underwent forced 

conversion here. Afterwards we'll transfer to our hotel for some well deserved rest after 

such a busy day.  

Overnight at Hotel Pousada De Santa Maria or similar 

www.pousadas.pt

 



Day 4: Friday: Castelo de Vide - Belmonte 

Today we'll head out toward Belmonte, a beautiful village built around a 13th century 

fortress.  The village has preserved it's Jewish past very well, and it's home to a community 

of some 500 Anusim who have decided, after a break of some 500 years, to make their way 

back to their Jewish roots. Upon arrival we'll tour the village and the Jewish Museum. 

Afterwards, we'll make our way to our hotel to prepare for Shabbat. 

Overnight at Hotel Pousada Convento De Belmonte or similar 

www.conventodebelmonte.pt 

 

 

Day 5: Shabbat: Belmonte 

After Shabbat services in the beautiful synagogue, we'll meet with the local Anusim 

community and we'll stroll about the streets of the village. 

Overnight at Hotel Pousada Convento De Belmonte or similar 

www.conventodebelmonte.pt 

 

Day 6: Sunday: Belmonte – Serra de Estrela – Guarda – Doro Valley – Coimbra  

After breakfast, we'll head out for a day's activities in the Serra de Estrela region. This 

granite mountain range is the highest in Portugal and it's filled with rivers and streams, as 

well as needle-pine forests. It flowers colorfully in spring, while in the winter it's covered in 

snow. We'll climb the flat-topped Mount Tura, from where we'll enjoy a magnificent view of 

the whole area. We'll continue northwards to Guarda, the highest populated location in 

Portugal. Here we'll wander around the Jewish quarter. On to the village of Trancoso which 

was an important Jewish place during the Middle Ages and we'll visit some of the Jewish 

sites inside the walled town. Towards evening we'll arrive to Coimbra, a city built on rocks 

and surrounded by a river. We'll transfer to our hotel for the night. 

Overnight at Hotel Quinta Das Lagrimas or similar 

www.quintadaslagrimas.pt 

 

Day 7: Monday: Coimbra – Bucaco – Oporto  

In the morning we'll complete our visit to Coimbra, visiting the Baroque Library with its 

collection of over 30,000 ancient manuscripts; the cathedral and the fountain of love and 

tears. We'll drive to Bucaco Forest to see the flora there, much of which comes from lands 

across the sea, as well as the Bucaco Palace with its blue tiled façade and the botanical 

gardens that surround it. We'll continue north to Oporto. Upon arrival, transfer to the hotel. 

Overnight at Sheraton Porto Hotel & Spa or similar 

www.sheratonporto.com

 



Day 8 Tuesday: Oporto – Braga   

Oporto is the second largest city in Portugal and the largest port in the country. The modern 

part of the city is a bustling metropolis and is one of Portugal's social and economic hubs. 

The ancient part of Oporto is filled with narrow alleyways and is a UNESCO World Heritage 

site. We'll visit the old port from where boats carried wine to far-off destinations. From 

there we'll continue to visit the synagogue and the cathedral and the bourse palace. In the 

afternoon we'll travel to Guimaraes, Portugal's original capital city, and from there we'll 

continue to Braga. Here we'll stop at the 18th century Bom Jesus Cathedral to where the 

locals come climbing a steep staircase on their knees. In the evening we'll return to Oporto. 

Overnight at Sheraton Porto Hotel & Spa or similar 

www.sheratonporto.com 

 

 

Day 9: Wednesday: Oporto – Tel Aviv (Home Gateway) 

After breakfast we'll bid farewell to Portugal and to its amazing Jewish past, and we'll make 

our way to the airport for our flights home. 

 

 

 

PRICE INCLUDES 

� First Class Accommodations  

� Entrance fees as per the itinerary 

� Comfortable air conditioned touring coach 

� Kosher Half board & provisions for making lunch daily 

� Two Professional experienced English-speaking Eddie's Travel guides 

� Local English-speaking Guide as required  

PRICE EXCLUDES 

� Travel & Health Insurance   

� Personal expenses  

� Tips for local service providers €90  

� Shows and evening entertainment not included in the itinerary 

� Tip for our Tour Guide (Recommended: €3 per person per day) 

� Miscellaneous expenses such as departure fees, visas, security surcharges etc.  

 

Important to Know: 

� There may be changes to the order of places visited. We will make every effort to 

visit every place mentioned in the itinerary. 



� The tour organizers have no control over airline services such as seating, special 

meal requests, changes in departure times or delays. These remain the sole 

responsibility of the airline company. 

Kashrut on Tours 

Kosher food is provided to our travelers on all our tours. We work with the local Rabbinate 

to provide Hashgacha for all local ingredients and fresh meat and poultry. In some cases, we 

fly in kosher food from Israel and other sources, depending on the destination of the tour. 

We do not guarantee Pat Israel and Chalav Israel for all destinations. In many destinations 

we have our own crockery and cutlery. Where we don't, we provide disposables at the 

meals. When we cook in Hotel kitchens, we ensure proper Kashering and we use our own 

kitchenware on kashered and covered surfaces. All this is done under the strict supervision 

of our trained staff/guides who function as our Mashgichim. Our travelers enjoy gourmet 

meals prepared by our team including fresh local fish, fruit, and vegetables. This is an 

integral part of Jewish travel. We make great efforts to assure that our travelers will 

experience local foods first-hand, while maintaining stringent observance of Kashrut laws on 

all occasions.  

Rabbi Yisrael Meir Levinger – Head of Kashrut on all Land Tours 

Graduate of Yeshivat Kfar Haroeh and Yeshivat Beer Yakov. He 

served as Chief Rabbi for 22 years in Basle, Switzerland and for 20 

years was on the council of Vaad Hakashrut of Europe. He has 

authored books on Shechita, and many Kashrut topics and is now 

working on the Encyclopedia of Kashrut. Rav Levinger is the 

Company Rav and oversees and is responsible for all our operations 

and logistical methodology to ensure the highest standards of 

Kashrut on each tour and each destination worldwide.  

Any questions about Kashrut please submit to david@eddiestravel.com and Rav Levinger 

will respond directly. 

 

Deposit, Cancellation Fees & Policy: 

A $500 USD Deposit per person must be received at the time of booking in order to confirm 

your reservation. Payment in full is due 90 days before departure. A minimum number of 

participants are required to operate tour dates. If a minimum number has not been reached 

prior to tour departure and the tour is cancelled you will receive a FULL refund. 

• 90 days before departure bookings are refundable less a $100 administration fee 

• 60-90 days prior to departure: $500 + $100 per passenger 

• 30-60 days prior to departure: $1,000 + $100 per passenger 

• Less than 30 working days prior to departure: 100% of total - no refund 

• We strongly recommend purchasing Travel Insurance. 

Flights 



If you are joining us for the Land Tour package only (from outside Israel) you can get an 

obligation free quote for your flights from Shelley@eddiestravel.com 

Travel Insurance 

Travel insurance encompassing both cancellation and medical insurance is very important 

and we cannot stress that enough. We strongly recommend that our clients are adequately 

insured when travelling. It is crucial to purchase the travel insurance within 14 days from the 

1st payment that you make for this trip (flights/cruise/tour etc). Your payment is made 

directly to the insurance company. We highly recommend the 'cancel for any reason' 

upgrade option.  Our preferred policies are Travel Safe (USA & Canadian residents), Travel 

Select (USA residents) and Global Trip Protection Elite (All other Nationalities).  

For an obligation free quote and further details email Yonah insurance@eddiestravel.com 

 

Bookings 

Due to the limited number of spaces on this tour, we urge you to please complete the 

booking form and return it to us by fax as soon as possible. 

 

 

 

THIS TOUR IS JOINTLY OPERATED BY THESE WORLD RENOWNED  

KOSHER TOUR COMPANIES: 

 

EDDIE'S KOSHER TRAVEL  

Established in 1975, Eddie's Kosher Travel is one of the most respected travel agencies in the Jewish world. For 

many decades, our goal has to been to provide the kosher traveler with a full range of exciting and inspiring travel 

options while ensuring the highest levels of Kashrut. We have been creating exciting Passover hotel programs for 

over two decades, and offer a full range of kosher Tours and Cruises for the discerning Jewish traveler in search of 

an enriching, unforgettable experience, world-class kosher cuisine and unparalleled personal service.  
 

SHAI BAR ILAN GEOGRAPHICAL TOURS  

Ever since it opened its doors in 1980, Shai Bar-Ilan Geographical Tours has specialized in providing quality 

organized kosher l'mehadrin tours to exotic locations for the observant public. Tour destinations range from 

Patagonia to Indonesia; from Iceland to Antarctica and all points in between – our tour managers are all experts in 

the regions they guide, including the local cuisine. On our trips you will enjoy exposure to local Jewish traditions 

and a selection of authentic culinary dishes from each area in which you travel. Our guests are assured of the 

highest level of personal service at international standards and receive full value for their money. 


