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B Y J E R E M Y W I M PF H EI M E R

Throughout the decades, Diaspora 
Jewry has found many ways to show its 
support for Israel. In recent years, an in-
creasing number of families have dis-
covered an additional avenue to display 
their love for the Jewish State!by bring-
ing their smachot straight to the heart of 
Israel.

While the idea of a bar mitzvah at the 
Kotel or choosing that site for the first 
laying of tefillin is by no means new, this 
trend of bringing the simcha to Israel is 
extending to many other happy occa-
sions as well. Numerous companies are 
now responding to this growing idea and 
designing specific service lines for those 
in search of a complete Israel simcha so-
lution.

David Walles, CEO of the Israel-based 
Eddie"s Travel (www.koshertravelers.
com) has dedicated a section of his 
growing travel business to helping fam-
ilies celebrate in Israel. He partners with 
Tali Lev of Lev Hofaot to produce qual-
ity events for a wide range of budgets. 
#Whatever the nature of the simcha, hold-
ing it in Israel adds an additional dimen-
sion of excitement and adventure that will 
make it that much more enjoyable,$ says 
Walles. #At the same time, we know that 
planning a simcha far from home can be 
a confusing task ! which is where our 
service comes into play.$

Eddie"s Travel, which has established 
a strong name for top-tier kosher trav-
el services on land and at sea through 
their cooperative venture with Kosherica 
Cruises, offers interested clients a way to 

make sure they have an informed part-
ner when it comes to planning a simcha. 
#We work with the proper service provid-
ers who know the lay of the land and are 
able to provide our customers with com-
petitive pricing while also ensuring they"ll 
get a truly unique and quality event,$ 
Walles says. As a seasoned veteran 
of the travel business, Walles says that 
in addition to the event itself, custom-
ers are treated to a one-stop stop shop 
where they can book flights and hotels 
and arrange extensive touring itineraries 
as part of their time in Israel.

All over the world, whether it"s a wed-
ding, bar mitzvah, important anniversa-
ry, or any other family simcha, the typ-
ical request people have is that the 
event should be #unique.$ This has led 
to smachot with all different types of 

Simcha Planning In Israel
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themes ranging from sports to environ-
mentalism and pretty much everything 
in between. But according to those in-
volved with Israel-based smachot, cel-
ebrating in the Holy Land presents a 
whole new array of options where the 
locale and the setting become a signifi-
cant part of what the simcha is all about.

Mark and Nancy Schiff of Los Ange-
les have chosen to celebrate all of their 
sons" bar mitzvahs in Jerusalem, with 
their youngest son just having celebrat-
ed his coming of age at the Kotel. Mark 
says that commemorating this occasion 
in the capital of the Jewish world #gave 
us the chance to celebrate in the most 
meaningful place on the planet.$ He 
added that what was originally designed 
to be an educational experience for his 
children about the centrality of Israel in 
Jewish life became one that was inter-
nalized both by his sons as well as him-
self and his wife. He said, #A party in Los 
Angeles is one night, but a week or two 
in Israel is forever.$

Danny Kaizler is founder and pres-
ident of IsraEvents (www.israevents.
com), a company which has devel-
oped a reputation for high-end custom-
ized celebrations. He says the ability to 
celebrate in Israel provides a number 
of benefits that make the Jewish State 
a sought-after option for families. #De-
spite the fact that planning an event in 
Israel brings with it some unanticipat-
ed costs like airfare and hotels,$ says 
Kaizler, #many customers realize that at 
the end of the day, producing a large-
scale event here can still be more af-
fordable than if it is held in North Amer-
ica or England.$

While there are many upsides to hav-
ing your simcha in Israel, there are some 
issues that one needs to know about be-
forehand to avoid getting stuck at the 
last minute!particularly when weddings 
are involved. One young woman who 
fulfilled her lifelong dream of a wedding 
overlooking Jerusalem"s Old City noted 
the need to remember that all marriages 
in Israel are performed through the lo-
cal Chief Rabbinate and thus conduct-
ed in full accordance with halachah. As 
such, the bride and groom need to be 
approved by the local rabbinical author-
ities prior to the wedding. The two are 

therefore required to produce letters 
from rabbis who are familiar with their 
families verifying that they come from 
Jewish homes. As long as everything is 
in order, the process is fairly smooth.

Kaizler agrees that planning an event 
in Israel requires a heavy dose of #let the 
buyer beware.$ #If you"re coming into Is-
rael for a simcha you shouldn"t be going 
it alone or else you"ll be overpaying and 
running into endless headaches and ob-
stacles that will leave you regretting the 
entire experience,$ he says.

For Walles, the chance to bring peo-
ple from all over the world to spend their 
happiest moments in Israel is truly re-
warding. For the Melbourne native who 
made aliyah several years ago, #Isra-
el has a magic and a wonder to it that 
makes it better than anywhere else on 
earth to have true simcha. The proper 
event produced by people who appreci-
ate the potential behind real event plan-
ning will make sure it"s something that 
neither you nor your family or friends will 
ever forget.$  


